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We thank you for purchasing your new puppy from us, and wish to offer a few tips that will ensure the health and enjoyment of your German Shepherd dog.

Care Of Your German Shepherd Puppy

Your new puppy needs a lot of care and attention throughout its life. A healthy German Shepherd reaches its full mental and physical maturity at the age of three (3) years, and has a life span from ten (10) to fifteen (15) years.

Your new puppy comes from a litter registered with the American Kennel Club. At the time of sale, we will furnish you with the AKC registration application. Your puppy can also be registered with the Verein für Deutsches Schäferhunde (S.V.) of Germany. If you wish to register your puppy with the S.V., we will provide you with the instructions.
Temperament Test Results

The temperament test is performed at the age of seven (7) weeks to evaluate the basic temperament of the puppy, and to give some indication of the type of adult that it will become. The results of this test determine the mental and emotional soundness of the puppy, and assist in determining if it is a good match for the new owner.

Diet-German Shepherd Puppy

Your puppy must be fed a diet of premium large-breed puppy food. While we do not promote any particular brands of dog food, we use Bil-Jac Large Breed Puppy for the youngsters, and Royale Canin Maxi German Shepherd 24 for the adults. A puppy should have its daily allowance divided into three (3) equal servings. During the first eighteen (18) months of life, the growth rate of the puppy must be closely monitored. The puppy's physique will change from a chubby, stocky build to a lean, leggy build. The puppy must never be free-fed, as this will cause an accelerated  rate of growth, and can damage developing hip and elbow joints. This can also cause the condition known as Pano, which is essentially growing pains in the long bones of the front legs.

Diet-German Shepherd Adult

A German Shepherd requires three (3) years to mature and attain its correct size. As it matures from a puppy to an adult its food can be changed to adult formula as early as four (4) months, and must be changed by the age of fourteen (14) months. The daily allowance can be divided into two (2) to three (3) equal servings. As with young puppies, never allow free-feeding. The dog should always be lean, and one must be easily able to feel the joints on the ribs, the pelvis, and the vertebrae.

Dietary Supplements

Be very careful with dietary supplements, especially calcium! A supplement that we recommend is Nu-Vet Plus Canine. Follow the recommended daily dosage for the age/weight of the dog.

Stomach Torsion (Bloat)

This condition can occur if the dog suddenly eats a lot of food, and then drinks too much water-especially before or after strenuous activity. The stomach can swell and then "flip" inside the abdomen. This condition will kill a dog very quickly. 

Ears-Inspection and Maintenance.

You puppy received a unique tattoo in its right-side ear before it left our kennel. The freshly-tattooed ear must be kept clean and dry. We use a tattoo ink that has antibiotic properties, but one must still protect the ears until they are fully healed, which takes from one (1) to two (2) weeks. Do not allow other dogs to lick the tattooed ear! The ink is water-soluble, and will dry and flake out of the ear.

Your puppy's ears should be standing before it is twelve (12) weeks old. It is normal for the ears to stand and then droop while the puppy is making its adult teeth because of increased blood flow to the new teeth, plus the additional calcium that is needed. During the period the puppy is making new teeth, you should give the puppy a daily calcium supplement that is age/weight proportioned.

If the ears are not standing by the time the puppy is twelve (12) weeks old, or if they are not identical in proportion, you must brace the ears until they are correct. You will need the following items-a core from a roll of toilet paper or paper towels (better), plus some Tear-Mender cement that is available from a Walgreen's drugstore. Clean the insides of each ear with a soft cloth lightly dampened with warm water, and allow the ears to dry thoroughly. Use the template supplied to cut a correctly-sized pair of braces, apply three (3) coats of the cement to the brace, and quickly place it into the ear. Use your fingers to massage the ear until the brace is in full contact. Do not allow the ear to become wet. The brace will stay in place for approximately ten (10) days. Allow the brace to fall out on its own, and examine the condition of the ear. On rare occassions, the ears must be braced for up to four (4) weeks. Remember that it is your responsibility to brace the ears. I will be happy to assist you during the first time that you do this exercise.

Examine the ears by sight and scent. They should be clean and soft-a little bit of earwax is okay. They should smell slightly of earwax-this is normal. If they are dirty, dampen a cotton ball or cloth with hydrogen peroxide, and gently wash the inside of the ear. Never use alcohol!

If the ears are stinky, and especially if the dog shakes its head from side to side frequently, there may be a bacterial or fungal infection. Only your veterinarian can make the correct diagnosis and prescribe proper treatment.

If the ears are irritated and appear to have a reddish-brown material in the lower part, your puppy may have ear mites. Only your veterinarian can make the correct diagnosis and prescribe proper treatment.

Hair & Skin-Bathing

Your German Shepherd has two (2) coats of hair. The shiny, stiff overcoat that protects the dog from rain and sun, and a soft, short undercoat that provides warmth. The German Shepherd dog sheds constantly, but very heavily during the spring and fall. Living inside does not change this very much. A dog that lives indoors will not develop 
Before you bathe your puppy or dog, use the rake to remove the loose undercoat from all over the body-especially from the back and outer thighs. You should bathe your puppy or dog every 3-4 weeks-more if necessary. With young (less than 6-months-old) puppies, I suggest a puppy shampoo that has no insecticides-please read the label and make sure it is okay. In a pinch, you can use Johnson’s Baby Shampoo. Take great care to prevent any water from entering the ears. Wash the ears and face with a damp, not wet, washcloth. Dry the dog with a towel, and let it continue to dry in a warm area.

Hair & Skin-Grooming

After the dog is dry, use the rake to untangle the undercoat. This is very important! Tangles in the undercoat can cause “hot spots” to occur. Examine the skin-it should be soft and smooth. If the skin and coat appear to be too dry and/or flaky, use a shampoo that is formulated to correct this condition. Please read the directions and make sure it is safe for a young puppy.

Hot Spots

Adult dogs and especially puppies sometimes develop what we call “hot spots”. While this is not a life-threatening condition, it does cause the owner and the dog much grief. Hot spots arise this way: (1) A slight scratch or bruise causes the dog to lick and chew the affected area. (2) The dog continues to do this until the skin is very irritated, and a bacterial infection takes over. (3) The dog continues this activity and worsens the condition-the spot becomes inflamed, smelly, loses hair and sometimes oozes pus or serum. As soon as you see the formation of a hot spot, you must take action.

Take a pair of safety scissors (children’s scissors) and clip the hair around the hot spot. Gently wash the hot spot with warm water and an antibacterial soap, and pat it dry. Never use a cream or salve to treat the spot, and do not apply a bandage of any type. A good medication is Neo-Predef powder. You can obtain this from your veterinarian. The spot must dry in order to heal. Also, the dog must be discouraged from licking the spot and causing further irritation. You can purchase a spray that can be applied directly in the area that will discourage the dog from this behaviour. In extreme cases, a dog must wear what we call an Elizabethan collar that prevents it from chewing on its body until the spot heals.

Teeth-Inspection & Maintenance

Open your puppy’s mouth and examine its teeth, tongue, and gums. At 12 to 16 weeks of age, the adult teeth begin to emerge. Your puppy’s mouth will become very full of old and new teeth. The teeth should come in straight with no problems, and push out the puppy teeth. The puppy’s gums will hurt, and you should avoid hard food and hard rubber toys at this time. Also, the puppy’s ears may droop. This is an indication of two (2) things: (1) it is uncomfortable. (2) It may temporarily need more calcium in its diet.

You or your veterinarian should clean the puppy’s teeth on a regular basis. Examine the scent of the breath. It should smell normal, not stinky. If stinky, there may be an infection or gum disease, or maybe just the choice of diet.

Eyes-Inspection and Maintenance

The eyes may “run” occasionally. If it stops quickly, it was caused by a mild irritation. If the eyes run constantly, there may be a vitamin deficiency or allergy.

Reproductive Systems

Male puppies are born with the testicles still inside the body. They begin to descend after birth, and are usually in the scrotum by six (6) weeks of age. They should definitely be in place by the time the puppy is eight (8) weeks old. If one (1) or both stays inside the body, the puppy must be neutered in order to protect its health.

As the puppy becomes a dog, his testicles will provide testosterone as he matures. This hormone is responsible for secondary sex characteristics that distinguish a male's appearance from that of the female. If the dog is not to be bred after it reaches maturity, it should be neutered to prevent the chance of testicular cancer.

Bleeding from the tip of the penis can be the result of an injury in a young dog, and prostate problems with an older dog.

Female puppies have fewer problems with the development of their reproductive systems, but can have serious problems as they mature. A young bitch will have her first heat cycle before she is a year old, and it is during the heat cycle it is very important that the bitch be in a clean, dry place until the cycle is over. Because the bitch's immunity level drops during the heat cycle, it is very easy for bacteria to enter the womb and cause a massive infection. This infection can cause the womb to rupture, and kill the bitch. If a smelly, thick discharge is present at the vulva, the bitch must be taken to the vet immediately.

The heat cycle for a German Shepherd bitch can occur every four (4) to six (6) months. During the first seven (7) to ten (10) days, blood will drip from the vulva. The discharge will change colour and become nearly clear for the next seven (7) to fourteen (14) days. During the midpoint of this second stage, she will be most fertile for three (3) or four (4) days.

Remember, if a bitch is not bred, her uterus will become more scarred with each heat cycle, which can lead to uterine cancer. Spaying the bitch eliminates the chance of this occurring, and it will not affect her appearance when she matures.
Miscellaneous-Collars, Leashes, Toys, Training Materials

I recommend a normal dog collar that is broad, soft, and does not irritate the skin. I do use the pronged “pinch” collars to correct a hard-drive dog during obedience training, but my goal is to eventually do corrections with a normal collar. As vicious as the pronged collar appears to be, it does not cause damage when adjusted and used properly. Field exercises with the DVG and Schutzhund USA require fur-saver collars because of their strength. One collar that I refuse to recommend is the simple, cheap, so-called “choke” collar. In my opinion, they are not very effective, and can cause serious damage to the dog’s throat. It is more of a torture device than a correction tool. Your leash should be lightweight, but very strong and not slippery.

You should only give your puppy toys that are manufactured in the United States. Toys made in foreign lands may contain toxins that will poison your puppy. Bite tugs and sleeves from a foreign manufacturer are fine, if they come from a recognized name such as Gappay or Jumas. 

I recommend an excellent book for the training of your new puppy, or a dog of any age. It is called Purely Positive Training, authored by Sheila Booth, and printed by Podium Publications. It is the best book that I ever read for basic obedience and correction. You can order it in any bookstore. 

If you wish to develop and work your puppy (provided it is of suitable temperament and age) for the level and type of drive required for Schutzhund sport, K-9, or Search and Rescue work, then I suggest that you visit the website for Leerburg Kennels and examine the training materials available.

In closing, we wish you many years of faithful companionship and happiness with your German Shepherd dog, and ask that you bring out the best in the new member of your family.

Best Regards,

Ing. Robert Forbus

Proprietor-von Ozarkwald German Shepherds

P.O. Box 1703, Fayetteville, Arkansas 72702 Tel: 479/839.2520 Web: robertforbus.com


